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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1701 I-65 West Service Road North
Mobile, AL 36618

Attention: Paul Baumer, Office of the Secretary

RE: MEGA Grant Application SuPPort

Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:

on behalf of the Alabama state Port Authority board oldirectors and management team, I am

writing to support the Alabama Department of Transportation's MEGA Grant application

through the U.S. Depa(ment of Transportation to support the I- 10 Mobile River Bride and

Bayway project. The Alabama State Port Authority is the statutory agency over navigation at

Alabama's only deep-water seapo(, the Port of Mobile. The Port Authority also owns the public

seaport facilities that represents approximately forty-five percent of the total cargo volume

moving through the Port of Mobiie. The Port of Mobile is currently ranked the 11th largest U.S.

seaport in total trade averaging 58 million tons annually.

The I-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is a critical transportation infrastructure
project that will improve mobility, safety, security. and efficiency along the I- 10 corridor in the

Northem Gullof Mexico states. This corridor connects both public travel and commerce tied to

eight states. The corridor also serves as a connector to northbound interstate systems that reach

markets in the Southeast and Midwest U.S. markets. The South Alabama region and the Port of
Mobile is experiencing tremendous growth necessitating the need for new infrastructure to

address capacity and fluidity ofboth citizens and interstate corrunerce.

The public and private seaport terminals at the Port of Mobile are key users ofthe I-10 corridor-

The cargo and vessel activity at the port contribute over l61,000jobs and 526 billion in
economic value in Alabama alone. The Port of Mobile's growth is tied to organic regional

investments in retail/distribution, advanced manufacturing, agribusiness, and mining. The

seaport has served as an important gateway into key U.S. markets under the nation's supply

chain crisis providing reliefto shippers traditionally dependent on West and East coast seaport

gateways. As the nation and Congress tackles logistics and infrastructure in our nation, shippers
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have permanently shifted into Mobile to ease congestion and service critical supply chains to keep

American businesses competitive. It is equally important to note that Congress and the Administration
have recently invested in Mobile's seaport infrastructure to service larger ocean-going vessels calling
North American seaports, and in its rail and air cargo infrastructure. The missing piece is vital and

necessary improvement to the I- l0 corridor.

It is our hope that the U.S. Department of Transportation recognizes the importance ofthe I-10 corridor
at Mobile to the national freight mobility strategy and awards this grant request to the Alabama
Department of Transportation. The Alabama State Port Authority stands ready to address questions or
provide additional information in support ofthis critical infrastructure project.

Thank you for your leadership in this important endeavor.

Sincerely,

ctor and Chief Executive Officer

C: John R. Cooper, Director, Alabama Department of Transponation
Matthew J. Ericksen, P.E., Southwest Region, Alabama Department of Transportation

Jol
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ST ATE OF ALABAMA ) 

COUNTY OF BALDWIN ) 

RESOLUTION #2023-162 
OFTHE 

BALDWIN COUNTY COMMISSION 

Resolution of Support for the Alabama Department of Transportation's Mega Grant 
Application to Assist in Funding 1-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project 

WHEREAS, Interstate 10 is a major East-West corridor for commercial and personal vehicles, and 
is the only interstate highway that connects the East Coast, West Coast, and Gulf Coast of the 
United States; and 

WHEREAS, the portion of Interstate 10 connecting Mobile and Baldwi n Counties was initially 
built for 30,000 vehicles per day, but now services more than 100,000 veh icles on peak days, with 
traffic volumes growing steadily and continuously; and 

WHEREAS, Mobile and Baldwin Counties are home to significant industry, whose workforce and 
suppliers rely on Interstate 10 to safely move people and goods across Mobile Bay; and 

WHEREAS, the Port of Mobile, the Mobile International Airport, and numerous multimodal hubs 
a ll are located on Mobile Bay and frequently utilize Interstate 10 helping to stimulate and drive 
the economy of Mobile and Baldwin Counties, the State of Alabama and the entire Gu lf Coast 
region; and 

WHEREAS, traffic and congestion on Interstate 10 will continue to increase, with negative effects 
on public safety, commerce, and mobility in the region, if no action is taken; and 

WHEREAS, the Baldwin County Commission agrees on the need for a new bridge over the Mobile 
River and Mobile Bay and a framework to achieve this goal; and 

WHEREAS, the Baldwin County Commission recognizes that President Biden and Congress 
conceived and enacted the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (I IJA), which includes a new 
discretionary grant program designed to address infrastructure chal lenges of this type and 
magnitude; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Depa1tment of Transpo1tation is committed to improving our nation' s 
infrastructure through the Mega Grant program; and 

WHEREAS, this program can be a key funding component to address this crucia l infrastructure 
need of local, regional, and national importance; now therefore 



BE IT RESOL YEO, BY THE BALDWIN COUNTY COMMISSION, rN REGULAR SESSION 
ASSEMBLED, that the Baldwin County Commission supports the Alabama Depa,tment of 
Transportation ' s application for the Mega Grant and any other sources of federal funding that 
may become available. 

DONE, under the Seal of Baldwin County, Alabama, as affixed on this the I st day of August 
2023. 

Charles F. Gruer, Chairman 

Baldwin County Commission 
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April 13, 2022 

Mr. John R. Cooper, Transportation Di rector 
Alabama Department of Transportation 
1701 1-65 West Service Road North 
Mobile, AL 36618 

Attention: Matt Ericksen, P.E. 

RE: Grant Application Support 
1-10 Congestion Relief - Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project 

Dear Mr. Cooper, 

I am writing on behalf of the Florida-Alabama TPO Board in support the Alabama Department of 
Transportation's grant application through the U.S. Department of Transportation. The 1-10 Mobile 
River Bridge and Bayway project is an important transportation infrastructure project that will 
improve mobility, safety, security, and efficiency along the 1-10 corridor in Mobile and Baldwin 
counties in Southwest Alabama. 

Corridor studies have identified needs and strategies to improve freight operations and mobility 
throughout the 1-10 corridor, which connects eight states. The South Alabama region is experiencing 
tremendous growth - the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is vital and will provide great 
benefits for citizens, t ravelers, and businesses, as well as regional and interstate commerce. As a key 
stakeholder along the corridor, and whose communities will benefit greatly from the infrastructure 
improvements, the FL-AL TPO Board fully supports efforts to help fund and deliver this key 
infrastructure. 

Thank you for your leadership in this important endeavor. Should you have any questions regarding 
our endorsement, or if we can support the grant application effort in any other way, please feel free 
to contact me at your convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~{]~ 
Dave Piech 
Chairman, FL-AL TPO 









South Alabama Regional Planning Commission 
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August 10, 2023 

William S. Stimpson, Chairman • Charles H. Murphy, Vice-Chairman 

James R. Staff, Secretary - Treasurer • John F. Rhodes, Executive Director 

Mr. John R. Cooper, Transportation Director 

Alabama Department of Transportation 

1701 I-65 West Service Road North 

Mobile, AL 36618 

RE: 2023 MEGA Grant Application Support 

I-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Dear Mr. Cooper, 

I would like to take this opp01iunity to offer my strong support the Alabama Depaiiment of 

Transportation's MEGA Grant application through the U.S. Depaiiment of Transportation. 

The 1-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is an imp01iant transp01iation infrastructure 

project that will improve mobility, safety, security, and efficiency along the I-10 corridor in 

Mobile and Baldwin Counties in Southwest Alabama. 

Con-idor studies identified needs and strategies to improve freight operations and mobility 

throughout the I-10 corridor, which connects eight states. The South Alabama region is 

experiencing tremendous growth - the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is vital and will 

provide great benefits for citizens, travelers, and businesses, as well as regional and interstate 

commerce. 

I respectfully request that the Alabama Department of Transportation's application be given 

every consideration for funding. If you feel that I may be of further assistance or can provide you 

with any additional information, please don't hesitate to let me know. 

John F. "Rickey" Rhodes 

Executive Director 

110 Beauregard Street, Suite 207 • Post Office Box 1665 • Mobile, Alabama 36633 • Phone (251) 433-6541 • Fax (251) 433-6009 • http://www.sarpc.org 









RESOLUTION NO. 4793-23 

Resolution of Support for Mega Grant Application to Assist in 
Funding 1-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project 

WHEREAS, Interstate 10 is a major East-West corridor for commercial and personal vehicles, 
and is the only interstate highway that connects the East Coast, West Coast, and Gulf Coast of the 
United States; and 

WHEREAS, the portion of Interstate 10 connecting Mobile and Baldwin Counties was initially 
built for 30,000 vehicles per day, but now services more than 100,000 vehicles on peak days, with 
traffic volumes growing steadily and continuously; and 

WHEREAS, Mobile and Baldwin Counties are home to significant industry, whose workforce 
and suppliers rely on Interstate 10 to safely move people and goods across Mobile Bay; and 

WHEREAS, the Port of Mobile, the Mobile International Airport, and numerous multimodal 
hubs all are located on Mobile Bay and frequently utilize Interstate 10 helping to stimulate and 
drive the economy of Mobile and Baldwin Counties, the State of Alabama and the entire Gulf 
Coast region; and 

WHEREAS, traffic and congestion on Interstate 10 will continue to increase, with negative 
effects on public safety, commerce, and mobility in the region, if no action is taken; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Fairhope agrees on the need for a new bridge over the Mobile River and 
Mobile Bay and a framework to achieve this goal; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Fairhope recognizes that President Biden and Congress conceived and 
enacted the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), which includes a new discretionary 
grant program designed to address infrastructure challenges of this type and magnitude; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S . Department of Transportation is committed to improving our nation 's 
infrastructure through the Mega Grant program; and 

WHEREAS, this program can be a key funding component to address this crucial infrastructure 
need of local, regional, and national importance; now 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA, that the City of Fairhope supports the Alabama Department of 
Transportation' s application for the Mega Grant and any other sources of federal funding that 
may become available. 

ADOPTED ON THIS 24TH DAY OF JULY, 2023 

Attest: 

~:4/f~ U~nks,M C 
City Clerk 



















August 9, 2023 

Mr. John R. Cooper, Transportation Director 
Alabama Department of Transportation 
1701 I-65 West Service Road North 
Mobile, AL 36618 
 
RE: 2023 MEGA Grant Application Support 

I-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project 
 
Dear Mr. Cooper, 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to offer my strong support the Alabama Department of 
Transportation’s MEGA Grant application through the U.S. Department of Transportation. 
 

The I-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is an important transportation infrastructure 
project that will improve mobility, safety, security, and efficiency along the I-10 corridor in Mobile and 
Baldwin Counties in Southwest Alabama. 
 

Corridor studies identified needs and strategies to improve freight operations and mobility 
throughout the I-10 corridor, which connects eight states. The South Alabama region is experiencing 
tremendous growth – the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is vital and will provide great benefits 
for citizens, travelers, and businesses, as well as regional and interstate commerce. 
 

I respectfully request that the Alabama Department of Transportation’s application be given 
every consideration for funding. If you feel that I may be of further assistance or can provide you with 
any additional information, please do not hesitate to let me know. 
 
    
    Sincerely, 
 
    Stephen Ascik 
    Eastern Shore Ace Hardware 
    Spanish Fort and Daphne AL 
  
 
 
 
 







 The Voice for Real Estate ™ In Mobile County 

May 13, 2022 

Mr. John R. Cooper, Transportation Director 
Alabama Department of Transportation 
1701 I-65 West Service Road North 
Mobile, AL 36618 

Attention: Matt Eriksen, P.E. 

RE: MEGA Grant Application Support 

Dear Mr. Cooper, 
I am writing to support the Alabama Department of 
Transportation's MEGA Grant application through the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. 

The 1-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is an important 
transportation infrastructure project that will improve mobility, 
safety, security, and efficiency along the 1-10 corridor in Mobile 
and Baldwin Counties in Southwest Alabama. 

Corridor studies identified needs and strategies to improve freight 
operations and mobility throughout the 1-10 corridor, which 
connects eight states. The South Alabama region is experiencing 
tremendous growth- the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project 
is vital and will provide great benefits for citizens, travelers, and 
businesses, as well as regional and interstate commerce. 

As a key stakeholder along the corridor, and one who will benefit 
greatly from the infrastructure improvements, I fully support efforts 
to help fund and deliver this key infrastructure. 

Should you have any questions regarding our endorsement, or if 
we can support the MEGA Grant application effort in any other 
way, please feel free to contact me at your convenience. 

Thank you for your leadership in this important endeavor. 

Sincerely, 
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May 9, 2022 
 
 
Mr. John R. Cooper, Transportation Director  
Alabama Department of Transportation 
1701 I-65 West Service Road North 
Mobile, AL 36618 
 
Attention: Matt Ericksen, P.E. 
 
RE: MEGA Grant Application Support 
 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project 
 
 
Dear Mr. Cooper, 
 
I am writing to support the Alabama Department of Transportation’s MEGA Grant application through 
the U.S. Department of Transportation. 
 
The I-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is an important transportation infrastructure project 
that will improve mobility, safety, security, and efficiency along the I-10 corridor in Mobile and Baldwin 
Counties in Southwest Alabama. 
 
Corridor studies identified needs and strategies to improve freight operations and mobility throughout 
the I-10 corridor, which connects eight states. The South Alabama region is experiencing tremendous 
growth – the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is vital and will provide great benefits for 
citizens, travelers, and businesses, as well as regional and interstate commerce. 
 
As a key stakeholder along the corridor, and one who will benefit greatly from the infrastructure 
improvements, I fully support efforts to help fund and deliver this key infrastructure. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding our endorsement, or if we can support the MEGA Grant 
application effort in any other way, please feel free to contact me at your convenience. 
 
Thank you for your leadership in this important endeavor. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Karen Hong 
CEO 
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May 12, 2022 

Mr. John R. Cooper, Transportation Director 
Alabama Department of Transportation 
1701 I-65 West Service Road North 
Mobile, AL 36618 

Attention: Matt Ericksen, P.E. 

RE: MEGA Grant Application Support 
Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project 

Dear Mr. Cooper, 

I am writing to support the Alabama Department of Transportation’s MEGA Grant application 
through the U.S. Department of Transportation. 

The I-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is an important transportation infrastructure 
project that will improve mobility, safety, security, and efficiency along the I-10 corridor in 
Mobile and Baldwin Counties in Southwest Alabama. 

Corridor studies identified needs and strategies to improve freight operations and mobility 
throughout the I-10 corridor, which connects eight states. The South Alabama region is 
experiencing tremendous growth – the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is vital and will 
provide great benefits for citizens, travelers, and businesses, as well as regional and interstate 
commerce. 

As a key stakeholder along the corridor, and one who will benefit greatly from the infrastructure 
improvements, I fully support efforts to help fund and deliver this key infrastructure. 

Should you have any questions regarding our endorsement, or if we can support the MEGA 
Grant application effort in any other way, please feel free to contact me at your convenience. 

Thank you for your leadership in this important endeavor. 

Sincerely, 

Barron B. Partridge 
Managing Director  
PPS 
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May 12, 2022 
 
 
Mr. John R. Cooper, Transportation Director  
Alabama Department of Transportation 
1701 I-65 West Service Road North 
Mobile, AL 36618 
 
Attention: Matt Ericksen, P.E. 
 
RE: MEGA Grant Application Support 
 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project 
 
Dear Mr. Cooper, 
 
I am writing to support the Alabama Department of Transportation’s MEGA Grant application through 
the U.S. Department of Transportation. 
 
The I-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is an important transportation infrastructure project 
that will improve mobility, safety, security, and efficiency along the I-10 corridor in Mobile and Baldwin 
Counties in Southwest Alabama. 
 
Corridor studies identified needs and strategies to improve freight operations and mobility throughout 
the I-10 corridor, which connects eight states. The South Alabama region is experiencing tremendous 
growth – the Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is vital and will provide great benefits for citizens, 
travelers, and businesses, as well as regional and interstate commerce. 
 
As a key stakeholder along the corridor, and one who will benefit greatly from the infrastructure 
improvements, I fully support efforts to help fund and deliver this key infrastructure. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding our endorsement, or if we can support the MEGA Grant 
application effort in any other way, please feel free to contact me at your convenience. 
 
Thank you for your leadership in this important endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Timothy McInnis II 
President 
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