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MEMORANDUM 

November 10, 2022 

 

TO:  Proposer PPC 
 
FROM: Edwin L. Perry, III P.E. 
  ALDOT Authorized Representative 
RE:  I-10 Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project Reference Plans 

 

In accordance with the I-10 Mobile River Bridge Project and I-10 Bayway Project (the “Projects”) 
Request for Qualifications and Proposals (each, an “RFQ/RFP”), the Alabama Department of 
Transportation (“ALDOT”) has provided conceptual design plans (the “Reference Plans”) as part 
of the Reference Documents. 

Background on Reference Plans  

The Reference Plans include design layouts of the conceptual design for the Projects.  ALDOT’s 
conceptual design of the Projects involved preliminary development of roadway and bridge 
elements in coordination with FHWA.  

The Reference Plans were used on the FEIS/ROD and are not fully developed. The Reference 
Plans have been provided to Proposers as a part of the Reference Information Documents (RIDS) 
for general or reference information only and do not include all design requirements that will be 
required under the contract documents for each Project. 

The Reference Plans have not been updated since initial development of the FEIS/ROD, and 
therefore do not account for any interim changes to the Projects, such as the following: 

1. Division of the Reference Plans between the I-10 Mobile River Bridge Project and the 
I-10 Bayway Project. Reference Plans are shown for the entire corridor for the Projects 
along I-10 from Broad Street in Mobile County to just east of the Eastern Shore 
Interchange in Baldwin County. 

2. Revision of the I-10 mainline profile grade tie in at the Eastern Shore to tie into the 
existing I-10 per the I-10 Mainline Plan Rolls. 

3. Preparation for the East Tunnel Ramp D horizontal alignment and vertical profile. 
4. Preparation for the East Tunnel Ramp D Type, Size, and Location Reports (TSLR). 
5. Reflection of the the Sea Level Rise (SLR) Level 3 design requirement in the I-10 

mainline vertical profile of the Bayway. 



6. Updates to the High-level Approaches and Main Span to reflect the change in shoulder 
width. 

7. Adjustment of the interchange ramps at East Tunnel and Midbay to accommodate the 
reduced shoulder widths and number of lanes on the Bayway. 

 
The above list is exemplary and does not include all possible discrepancies between the Reference 
Plans and the contract documents that will be negotiated for the Projects. This information is being 
provided to help clarify the larger design changes that have occurred since the FEIS/ROD was 
initially developed.  

Design Exceptions Included in the Reference Documents 

A “Design Exception” is a deviation from from one or more of the ten minimum design criteria 
considered controlling for the design of projects on the National Highway System.  A “Design 
Variance” is a deviation from the the design criteria specified in the Technical Provisions that does 
not require a Design Exception.   

ALDOT has identified four (4) Design Exceptions associated with the Reference Plans, and these 
can be found in the letter from ALDOT to Registered Proposers, dated October 20, 2022, that is 
contained in the Reference Documents. Two (2) of these Design Exceptions are final and two (2) 
are conceptual.  The Design-Builder for each Project shall endeavor to design its respective Project 
in such a manner as to eliminate the need for the conceptual Design Exceptions.  

The selected Proposer for each Project will be required to follow the approval processes that will 
be provided in the contract documents when seeking a Design Exception or Design Variance 
during the Preconstruction Phase.   

If a Proposer would like clarification regarding any specific Reference Documents provided, the 
Proposer PPC is asked to submit an RFC in accord with RFQ/RFP Section 2.4 of both Projects. 
 
Capitalized terms and acronyms used herein and not defined are defined in Exhibit A to the 
RFQ/RFP for each Project.  


