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Good Afternoon, 

Per your involvement as a Consulting Party, please see the attached Public Hearing notice for the I-10 Mobile 
River Bridge and Bayway project. 

Melinda May 
Engineering Assistant 
Design Bureau/ETS 
AL Department of Transportation 
1409 Coliseum Blvd 
Montgomery, AL  36110 
Phone: (334)242-6738
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
May 2019

The Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project:  

Connecting communities, improving commutes

Congestion on I-10 between Mobile and Baldwin 
Counties is on par with the worst in the Southeast. As 
the region grows, it is critical that the I-10 system provide 
increased capacity to handle additional traffic coming 
through the area. To increase capacity, the Alabama 
Department of Transportation (ALDOT) proposes the 
Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project. This high-
priority project involves three major components:

• Mobile River Bridge: a new 2.5-mile-long cable stay 
bridge with six lanes of travel over the Mobile River 
and a scenic overlook

• Bayway: 7.5 miles of new bridges over Mobile Bay 
with eight lanes of travel above the 100-year storm 
surge level

• Access: Seven interchanges reconstructed and/or 
modified

The Project will:
• Increase capacity of I-10 to meet existing and 

predicted future traffic volumes

• Provide vehicles carrying hazardous materials a 
direct route away from downtown Mobile 

• Minimize impacts to Mobile’s maritime industry

MobileRiverBridge.com
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Supplemental DEIS Overview 
The Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) was prepared primarily to evaluate changes 
in the project since the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) was signed in July 2014. The SDEIS 
documents the results of additional studies and new information that has occurred in the project as a result of 
the following primary changes: alignment modifications, replacement of the Bayway, bicycle and pedestrian 
accommodations, alternative delivery method, and tolling. The SDEIS identifies environmental commitments 
and mitigation measures to offset adverse impacts that must be carried through the design, construction, and 
post-construction phases.

Alternatives Considered

While Alternative B’ has been identified as the 
Preferred Alternative due to its ability to meet the 
purpose and need of the project while minimizing 
impacts to the cruise terminal and other maritime 
industries, all four of the Build Alternatives evaluated 
in the DEIS and the No Build Alternative remain under 
consideration. Once a decision is reached, the public 
and agencies will be notified with the publication 
of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)/
Record of Decision (ROD).

Bicycle and Pedestrian Accommodations

The Mobile River Bridge will feature an overlook, 
allowing visitors to take in sweeping views of Mobile, 
the river, and Mobile Bay. Also, ALDOT has committed 
to a new separated bicycle and pedestrian path 
across the Mobile River along Bay Bridge Road 
and the Cochrane-Africatown USA Bridge. Future 
extensions would provide a continuous route from 
downtown Mobile to the USS Alabama Battleship 
Memorial Park. 

Alternative Delivery/Project Financing

To advance the delivery of the project, ALDOT is 
pursuing a public-private partnership (P3). A P3 
pairs ALDOT with a private partner to design, build, 
finance, operate, and maintain the new Mobile River 
Bridge and Bayway. ALDOT will enter into a 55-year 
concession agreement with the selected team.

Tolling

ALDOT estimates the Mobile River Bridge and 
Bayway Project to cost approximately $2 billion. Due 
to federal and state funding shortages, the Mobile 
River Bridge and Bayway Project is only viable if the 
corridor is tolled. Toll revenues will be used to cover 
capital costs, operation, and maintenance of the 
project. They will not cover all project costs. ALDOT 
will still be required to invest in the project using 
traditional funds and/or available grants.

The project will feature all-electronic tolling. 
Gantries will be placed over the road to collect the 
toll electronically via transponder or license plate, 
allowing drivers to maintain travel speeds.

To help offset the cost of tolls for frequent users, 
ALDOT will incorporate a frequent user discount 
program into the tolling policy. In addition, the 
project will feature segmented tolling. Drivers will 
only pay for the section of the alignment they use. For 
example, if a driver travels on I-10 from Daphne and 
exits at Midbay, they will only pay for that segment.

For more information
• Visit MobileRiverBridge.com

• Contact Allison Gregg, Public Information Officer 

agregg@mobileriverbridge.com | 251-604-9790

Anticipated Schedule
Now – May 23, 2019 May 23, 2019 - Summer 2019 Late Summer 2019

Public and agency 
comment period to gather 
feedback on SDEIS

Project team evaluates 
comments, develops FEIS/ROD 
to confirm preferred alternative

FEIS/ROD approved by Federal 
Highway Administration, 
documenting selected alternative



Comment form
Date: 

Name: 

Address: 
Note: No personal Information will be released.

Are you any of the following:

Area business owner

Area resident

Commuter

Work in vicinity of project

Other 

How often do you use I-10 between downtown Mobile and the Eastern Shore each month? 

Do you think there is a need to add capacity to I-10 across the Mobile River and Mobile Bay?

Yes  No

Are you in favor of the project as proposed?  

Yes  No

Why or why not? 

Please provide any additional comments you may have on the proposed project.

(continue on back if necessary)
Signature: 



MobileRiverBridge.com

Comments must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on May 23, 2019

Ways to submit comments for MRB project

@

1 4

2 5

3

At public hearings

By mail: 
Matthew Ericksen, P.E.
Region Engineer
ALDOT, Southwest Region
1701 West I-65 Service Road
Mobile, Alabama 36618

Submit online:
mobileriverbridge.com/project/

In person (at public hearing 
or at region office)

By email:  
mrbenvironmental@dot.state.al.us



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Cable Stay Bridge Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Cable Stay Bridge Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Cable Stay Bridge Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Build Alternatives

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Overlook Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Overlook Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Understanding Tolling

ALDOT estimates the Mobile River Bridge and 
Bayway Project to cost approximately $2 billion. 
To fund the project while also addressing vital 
transportation projects throughout the state, ALDOT 
is seeking a creative financing package to expedite 
delivery of the project.

This approach includes grants, bonds, loans, and 
forming a public-private partnership (P3). ALDOT’s 
first P3 project will bring additional capacity to I-10 
before congestion becomes unmanageable.

Tolled Route
Once construction is complete, tolls will be 
collected along I-10 from Virginia Street in Mobile 
to the US 90/98 interchange in Daphne and I-10 
business from Canal Street/Water Street to the 
Bayway via the Wallace Tunnel.

Toll-Free Route
The Causeway (US 90/98), the Bankhead Tunnel 
and the Cochrane-Africatown Bridge will not be 
tolled as a part of the Mobile River Bridge and 
Bayway project.

All Electronic Tolling
The Mobile Bridge and Bayway will use all 
electronic tolling (AET) – allowing drivers to 
travel through the facilities without stopping 
to physically pay a toll. Electronic toll 
gantries will span the roadway and initiate 
the toll collection process via transponder or 
license plate image. Drivers are encouraged 
to maintain normal travel speeds.

With no toll booths, there is no stopping!
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Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Tolling Operations

The Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project is only 
viable if the corridor is tolled. Toll collection will begin 
when construction is complete (2025 estimated).

Frequent User Discount
ALDOT is committed to providing a frequent user 
discount and a free route between Mobile and 
Baldwin Counties.

Paying Tolls
All Electronic Tolling assures speeds are maintained 
along the alignment. Drivers will have the option of 
purchasing a transponder, which will cost between 
$5 and $10. Transponders allow tolling equipment  
to quickly and accurately identify toll users to pre- 
pay tolls. Each time a vehicle with a transponder 
drives through a toll gantry, the transponder is 
scanned, and the amount of the toll is deducted 
from the vehicle’s registered owner’s account. 
Transponders will be available for purchase before  
toll collection begins.

Segmented Tolling
The Mobile River Bridge and Bayway project will feature segmented tolling. Drivers will only pay for 
the section of the alignment they use. For example, if a driver travels on I-10 from Daphne and exits at 
Midbay, they will only pay for that segment.

A surcharge of up to 50% may be placed on tolls for users who do not 
have a transponder. This surcharge covers additional costs associated 
with capturing an image of the license plate, looking up addresses, 
and mailing bills to the vehicle’s registered owner.

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities
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For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Cable Stay Bridge Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

I-10 Bayway Connections Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com
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Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Project Scope and Limits

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com
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Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Tolled and Toll-Free Routes

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Broad-Duval Street Interchange Concept

For more information
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Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Virginia Street Interchange Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

Texas Street and Canal Street Interchange Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

US 90/US 98 East Tunnel Interchange Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

US 90/US 98 Mid-Bay Interchange Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



Mobile River Bridge and Bayway Project

US 90/US 98 Eastern Shore Interchange Concept

For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com



The high level approaches 
provide access to and from 
the Mobile River Bridge.

High level approach

Main Span: ~1,380 feet long

River Channel: 750 feet

Air Draft Clearance: 215 feet high

Tower Height: ~500 feet
Cables support 

the bridge deck

Piers will be made of concrete

The towers will extend above 
the water and carry the 
weight of the bridge deck.
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For more information

Visit MobileRiverBridge.com

The Mobile River Bridge will stretch nearly 2.5 miles 
across the Mobile River. The bridge will be designed 
and constructed to last 100 years and will offer six 
lanes of travel.

The new Mobile River Bridge will provide increased 
capacity across the Mobile River by providing a new 
facility in addition to the existing tunnels.

Overlook on the Bridge
The Mobile River Bridge will feature an overlook on the 
western side of the river. Visitors can enjoy sweeping 
views of the City and Bay. Access to the overlook 
includes an elevator and stair tower.

The new Mobile River Bridge will be the tallest cable stay bridge in North America with a vertical clearance of 
215 feet above the Mobile River. Combined with the Bayway replacement, this is the largest project ALDOT has 
undertaken. Designed to increase capacity, minimize impacts on the maritime industry, and provide a direct route for 
vehicles carrying hazardous material, this signature project will be a new landmark for Alabama and the Gulf Coast.

New Bayway
The project includes replacement of the 7.5-mile 
Bayway with a new structure which will feature eight 
lanes of travel and be up to ten feet higher than the 
existing bridges.













































































Why this matters:
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Conceptual – for discussion purposes only
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Proposed Highway Tolls Likely to Rile Up Activists 
Copyright 2019 Hotline. All Rights Reserved. 

"The estimated $3 to $6 toll assessed to drivers along the future Bayway, a brand-new I-10 Bridge and the 
existing Wallace Tunnel, sent shockwaves around the fast-growing" Baldwin County "this week. At a public 
hearing on the bridge project in Spanish Fort on Tuesday, opposition to the tolls dominated the meeting." 

"The tolls are likely to roil local politics leading up to the 2020 election. Tea party activists are planning to 
advertise against the tolls soon, and business groups are already taking anxieties to city halls." 

Rep. Bradley Byrne (R-01) "has repeatedly spoken of his opposition to tolls. But he also wants to keep the 
bridge-and-Bayway project moving quickly, and is pitching alternative funding sources such as oil and gas 
reserve revenues to help pay for the project. Thus far, ALDOT hasn t included those revenues as an actual 
option." 

Byrne: "The input of local residents must be taken seriously in this process, as it is the local residents on both 
sides of the bay who will be most impacted." ( AL.com ) 

State Auditor Jim Zeigler (R), who formed an exploratory committee to examine running in the Senate race, 
called the proposed tolls "irresponsible and economically dangerous." On Sunday, Zeigler "created a Facebook 
group to wage a campaign against the toll charges. The page is named 'Block the Mobile BayWay Toll.'"

On Facebook, Zeigler said "that he is researching options to pay for the bridge without a toll," and that he will 
submit his findings by the May 23 comment deadline. 

Zeigler: There is no way I can forget to get this done. May 23rd is my birthday." ( Alabama Political Reporter 
)

LexisNexis Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | © 2019 LexisNexis.

Source Hotline - May 12, 2019
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